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Lupus Anticoagulant Diagnostic Algorithm

APTT

Normal APTT

Do Factor VIII

Normal fVIII Decreased fVIII
or dilutional effect

Likely fVIII
inhibitor effect

Suggest rechecking
the panel to confirm

in 12 weeks

LA positive

LA Indeterminate

Suggest
rechecking

the panel in 
12 weeks

One or two criteria (+)
in screening, mixing study

and PL confirm tests

Follow elevated
APTT diagnostic Algorithm

to Evaluate for Factor
Deficiency or

von Willebrand Disease

LA Negative

All tests (-)

Do TT

Normal TT

If indicated
clinically

Do dRVVT, PNP,
Hex Phase PL, Mixing study

Elevated APTT

Elevated TT

Heparin Assay

Heparin
0.1-1.0 U/ml

Heparin
<0.1 U/ml

and TT >30 sec

Stop – Heparin
cannot be neutralized

Heparin
>1.0 U/ml

Do Hepasorbs
& recheck aPTT

Stop – Likely
DTI interference

Stop – 
High heparin

Heparin <0.1 U/ml Heparin >0.1 U/ml

1. All tests (+) or
2. One PL test (+) and
one mixing study (+)

Abbreviations: APTT - activated partial thromboplastin time, dRVVT - dilute Russell’s
viper venum test, fVIII - factor VIII, LA - lupus anticoagulant, PL - phospholipid, PNP - platelet

neutralization procedure, TT - Thrombin time
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